
+ If you are not already giving by Standing Order, please consider giving 
in this way. See bank details below, or ask the Treasurer/s for more 
information. 
                  
+ If you are already giving regularly, please consider going a step further 
on your own Journey to Generosity by increasing your giving.  
 
+ If you are a tax payer, let us claim Gift Aid on your donation. For each 
£1 given we can reclaim 25p from Inland Revenue.  
 
+ Fill out the  enclosed and bring it with you to 

on 17 March 2019
 

 
+ Consider leaving a legacy to the Church. An 'act of will' can make a 
difference for the Kingdom of God in more ways than one! 

 
Frequently asked questions 
Q: Who knows how much I give?
A: Your giving is a private matter. All details of individual giving are held in 
confidence by the small Treasury team. Neither the Priest in Charge, 
Churchwardens or PCC members are privy to the details of individuals’ 
giving.
 
Q: How much should I give?
A: How much you give is a matter between you and God only – there is no 
set rule. The Church of England encourages regular worshippers to start by 
giving 5% (£1 in £20) of after-tax income to and through the Church; and a 
similar amount to other work/ charities that help build God’s kingdom.  
 
Q: How should I give?
A: A Standing Order from your bank account is definitely our preferred way 
of receiving your regular giving. It involves less paperwork, and represents 
best stewardship of our volunteer Treasurer’s time. If you are currently 
giving regularly via the church's envelope scheme we do encourage you to 
consider switching to a Standing Order.
Q: What are the parishes' bank details? 
        HEBRON Parish Sort Code: 20-58-17 Account 40907774   
        Treasurer: Ian Craigs Email: joanna.craigs@btconnect.com 
 
       MITFORD Parish Sort Code: 20-58-17 Account 60258660 
       Treasurer:  Carol Thompson  Email: treasurer@mitfordchurch.org 

 
MITFORD & HEBRON are partner-parishes in the Church of England 

Journey to generosity 
St Mary Magdalene Mitford 

St Cuthbert Hebron

Funding the Vision in 2019 

Our church 
For many centuries, the parish churches of St Cuthbert and St Mary 
Magdalene have stood at the centre of their communities, providing 
places of Christian worship, welcome and hospitality, serving people's 
needs, helping to alleviate poverty at home and abroad, being there 
for the important times in every life. Much has changed over the 
centuries but our vision and calling remain: to do all we can to make 
God's love visible in the world. Our churches still stand and will, we 
pray, continue to do so for many years to come.  
 
Our challenge 
Contrary to popular belief, our churches receive no on-going financial 
support from the central Church of England, nor from government or 
the local Council. Like all Anglican parishes, the cost of our mission 
and ministries is funded by the giving of individuals. Your giving 
supports: 

 
- beautiful and sacred places, dedicated to worship, prayer, healing,  

hospitality and wholeness 
 

- places of peace, history and natural beauty, where  
generations of local people are remembered 

 
- both at home and in the wider family of the Church. Paying our 

'parish share' helps train those who are called to full-time Christian 
ministry  

so that the life of the Church can go on 

- the needy visited, the bereaved cared for, Christenings and Blessings, 
people prayed for, community life enriched, schools supported, and the 

story of God's love in Jesus, told to the next generation. 
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Challenge 2019 
Over the past months, our Parochial Church Council (PCC) has been 
thinking and praying about how we can sustain our current activities and 
fulfil God's calling for this new season. The main issues are: 
+  We need increased funds for resources. Among the needs, there are 

necessary repairs and replacements; rising utility costs; and funding 
for outreach to our parishes and for our ministry with children, youth 
and families. 

+  We estimate that in 2019 it will cost £8,671 per month to fund the 
mission and ministry of our combined parishes, Mitford and Hebron.  

+  If our income in 2019 stays at 2018 levels, it will fall short of 
expenditure by £13,560. 

+  To break even this year, we must seek to increase our income by 
£1,130 per month.  

+  To manage our parishes responsibly, this year we need to increase 
our giving by 15%. 

 

Where does the money go? 
Our total combined budget for 2019 (Mitford and Hebron) is £104,054. 
The biggest items of expenditure are:  

 
+ Our parish share - £62,793  
Mitford and Hebron are asked to pay a 'parish share' to the Diocese of 
Newcastle. The share is calculated in proportion to congregation sizes 
and income. It funds our parish clergy - salary, provision of housing, 
pension and NI. It also funds the wider family of the Church - training for 
ordinands and lay ministers, and helps resource the financially-poorer 
churches in our Deanery. The parish share enables the life of the Church 
as a whole to go on and for this reason our PCCs have resolved to be 
generous. For many years we have paid our share in full, and want to be 
able to do so in future.    
 
+ Worship and Mission -£9,901 
- includes administration, music, evangelism, pastoral care, and support 
of our world mission and charity partners. 

+ Church running costs - £31,360 
 - includes heating, light, insurance, stationery, cleaning, other supplies, 

verger expenses and churchyard maintenance. 
(For a full breakdown of the parishes' budgets for 2019, please contact 
the Treasurer/s.) 
 

Journey to generosity   
The Bible tells us that God loves a generous giver. God himself has 
been so generous with us! By giving his life for us, Jesus has 
provided us with the ultimate proof of God's generosity.  
The people of Mitford and Hebron have always been very generous. 
But in 2019 we believe that 

 so that what we need to fund God's 
vision and purposes will be supplied by regular, planned giving. 
 

Journey to 
generosity. If each one of us is willing to step out in faith and trust, 
and give a bit more than we do currently, we can make a huge and 
lasting difference to the life of our parishes. And, as Jesus tells us in 
Matthew 6.21, there will be a great spiritual benefit in this too. 'For 
where your treasure is, there your heart will be', Jesus says. His 
point is that when we are generous our hearts move closer to God. 

Your journey, your choice  
If 23 people or families were to EITHER start to give £50 per month, 
OR increase their giving by £50 per month - we would immediately 
reach our target. But of course some people may not able to afford 
that amount, whilst others may be able to give more.  

This many 
people... 

giving this much 
more each month...  

in a year would 
amount to... 

12 £20 £2,880 
11 £40 £5,280 

4 £50 £2,400 
2 £75 £1,800 
1 £100 £1,200 

TOTAL = our target in 2019 £ 13,560 

 

Next steps on the journey  
+ Sunday 17 March 2019 will be Promise Sunday. At our services 
that day we will focus on renewing our commitment (our 'promises') 
to be faithful stewards of the finances God has entrusted to us.   

 
+ Before that date, please take time to read this leaflet and the 
Vicar's pastoral letter and to reflect prayerfully on what you can give.               
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